. It appeared likely that a non-rheumatic group, probably 'acute pericarditis, not otherwise specified', was being misclassified as 'rheumatic' by the Registrar General. Could these fatal, adult cases of acute non-specific pericarditis be of enteroviral origin?
There may be an analogy with paralytic poliomyelitis, another enteroviral infection with which our ecological relationship changed during the first half of this century as a result of improved hygiene and living conditions. It is believed that the delay of primary infections until older and adult ages led to the consequent emergence of the new phenomenon of epidemic paralytic poliomyelitis involving these older groups. Coxsackie viruses and other enteroviruses spread in the same way as polioviruses, and would be expected to share this ecological change whereby more primary infections and associated diseases are to be expected in older and adult agegroups than a few decades ago. It is, therefore, distinctly possible that enteroviral heart disease of adults is genuinely increasing in developed countries. 
